
Moderate to heavy rains in
national parks and wildlife
sanctuaries during the last
24 hours have brought relief
to denizens of forests from
the searing heat. 

The Karnataka Forest De-
partment is also relieved as
the rains have extinguished
the threat of forest fi��res that
looms large during summer
and lasts till the onset of
monsoon. 

The Bandipur Tiger Re-
serve was the biggest benefi��-
ciary, consequent to which
the local authorities have
said the threat of fi��re for the
current year has been fully
doused. 

It is customary for the For-
est Department to recruit
fi��re watchers from local tri-
bal communities during the
onset of summer. In Bandi-
pur, 435 people from the lo-

cal villages were recruited to
keep a watch this year. 

But moderate to heavy
rains lashed the forests dur-
ing the last few days and co-
vered the entire Bandipur
landscape spread over near-
ly 874 sq km and moistened
the vegetation. As a result
the forest watchers, recruit-
ed on an ad hoc basis for the
fi��re season, will be relieved. 

Bandipur is among the
most fi��re-prone landscapes
in the region. A major fi��re in
2019 gutted over 15,000
acres of the forest, which is
dry deciduous in nature and
is highly combustible. 

The adjoining Nagarahole
tiger reserve has also re-
ceived rains. Mahesh Kumar,
Director, Nagarahole Tiger
Reserve, said most of the

fi��re-prone ranges had re-
ceived good rains and the
threat of any major fi��re had
diminished by 75%. “Howev-
er, it was not as heavy and in-
tense as in Bandipur. But we
expect a few more spells of
rain during the month after
which we can confi��dently
say that the fi��re season is ov-
er at Nagarahole.” 

More rain forecast
At the MM Hills Wildlife
Sanctuary, which turns into
a tinder box during summer,
there was heavy rain on
Wednesday and the Meteor-
ological Department fore-
cast more rain. V. Yedukon-
dalu, Deputy Conservator of
Forests, MM Hills, said rain
lashed MM Hills, Palar, Ra-
mapura, Kollegal and Hanur
ranges while Hoogyam and
PG Palya remained dry. “Ma-
jor fi��res are a remote possi-
bility now,” he said. 
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Bandipur is among the most fi��re-prone landscapes in
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